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The Acts Story Cloth

r " fa'm Introduction: The purpose of Story Cloth #2 is to help disciple those
) “_»,;\: m ;v:e, who have prayed to recelve Chrlst and have been taught the stories

! Genesis through the Gospel of John. Story Cloth #2 is based on the
4 i Book of Acts and shows how Jesus fulfilled His promise to send
Another Helper, the Holy Spirit, after His death, burial, and
resurrection (see John 14:16-18, 26; 15:26-27; 16:7-15).

....................

Theme: The main purpose for the coming of the Holy Spirit was to convict of sin, bring the
lost to the saving power of Jesus Christ, sealing them until “the day” and to empower
believers in reaching the lost, teaching the Word of God, and ministering in the Name of
Jesus. Itis the empowering ministry of the Holy Spirit that enables every believer, by the
indwelling and filling of the Holy Spirit, to accomplish the work of the Lord through the
Body of Christ, the Church.

Method: Each picture contains a Bible story. Scriptures associated with each story should
be reviewed, but do not read them to those with whom you are sharing the stories. Tell the
story behind each picture in a conversational way, and then make personal application.
Using personal experience adds individual wisdom in making application of each story to
individual lives. However, please remember to make it culturally appropriate...do not use
Western idioms in sharing, for those not of the Western culture cannot understand them in
context. Also, remember that we are to keep everything we do culturally appropriate,
indigenous, and self-sustaining (making sure you understand at least the basics of the
culture you are attempting to reach).

All Scriptures quoted or referred to in this teaching will come from the New American
Standard Translation (NASB)1, unless otherwise noted.

Story 1 - The Ascension of Jesus - Acts 1:8-11

The Scriptures: “To these, He also presented Himself alive after His
suffering by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of
forty days, and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God.

Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but
J to wait for what the Father had promised, ‘Which,” He said, ‘you heard of
from Me; (Acts 1:3-4). Jesus continued, promising His followers, “But you
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.’
And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud
received Him out of their sight.” (Acts 1:8-9)

Jesus' ascension depicts that His work on earth is now finished, and He is going back
to His Father in heaven to wait there until the time for His Second Coming. Point out
that He is in heaven interceding for each of us.?

1 Unless otherwise indicated; “Scripture quotations taken from the New American Standard Bible®, Copyright© 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968,
1971,1972,1973, 1975, 1977, 1995, by The Lockman Foundation, used by permission.”

22 The words in BLUE are those John Shepherd used in his original work on Story Cloth #2.
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The Story: Upon going back to His Father God in heaven, Jesus challenged His followers to:
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | commanded you
..." (Matthew 28:19-20a)
To give them confidence in completing this commission, He promised three things:
e He would be with them always: “...and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of
the age.” (Matthew 28:20b)
e He would never leave them without a Helper: “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to
your remembrance all that I said to you.” (John 14:26)
» They would receive power after He went back to His Father when the Holy Spirit
came upon them: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,
and even to the remotest part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)
They were to wait for the Holy Spirit to arrive before beginning the task of being His
witnesses. The Holy Spirit’s power would enable them to be His witnesses in their city
(Jerusalem), in their towns (all Judea), to those who lived in areas next to theirs (Samaria),
and even to those who lived very far away (to the ends of the earth). (Acts 1:8)
Summary: Jesus fulfilled all the prophecies made in Scripture regarding His life, death, and
resurrection. He provided the only way for sinful mankind to be saved. He gave His
disciples the task of taking the message of salvation to the world. The Great Commission is
about evangelism and discipleship. We are to make disciples of all nations, teaching them
to obey all that Christ commanded.

Story 2 - The Coming of the Holy Spirit - Acts 2

The Scriptures: “When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all
together in one place. And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like
a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were
sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing
themselves, and they rested on each one of them. And they were all filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit
was giving them utterance.” (Acts 2:1-4)

The Story: Share how the disciples were gathered, praying and seeking the
Lord. (“These all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer, along
with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.” [Acts 1:14])

As they continued to gather together, the Holy Spirit came upon them and filled

them with His power so they could boldly proclaim the Gospel: “But Peter, taking
his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and declared to them, ‘Men of Judea and all you
who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you and give heed to my words.” (Acts 2:14); and
with many other words he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, ‘Be saved
from this perverse generation!” So then, those who had received his word were baptized;
and that day there were added about three thousand souls.” (Acts 2:40-41)

So (it can be) with each of you. If you have prayed to receive Christ, the
Holy Spirit now lives in you, and you are to live as He wants.
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The Christian life begins with allowing Jesus Christ to be the Lord of your life. Everything
He has done, His virgin birth, His teaching and ministry on earth, His dying on the cross,
and His resurrection from the dead, was done so man could have a relationship with Him as
Lord (King) of their lives. The Bible teaches this truth in Romans 14:9, “For to this end
Christ died and lived again, that He might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.”

Story 3 — Peter Healing the Lame Man - Acts 3:1-7

The Scriptures: “Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the
ninth hour, the hour of prayer. And a man who had been lame from his
mother’s womb was being carried along, whom they used to set down
every day at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, in order to
beg alms of those who were entering the temple.” (Acts 3:1-2)

After the Holy Spirit had come upon the disciples, they began their public
ministry of spreading the Good News about Jesus and how to receive Him.

6od will perform any miracle He chooses in order to reach a lost people.

The Story: The early believers were dedicated to follow the religious traditions they were
taught by their teachers (the rabbi’s). One of those traditions was to pray at certain times
during the day. One of those times was three in the afternoon. As Peter and John were
going to the Temple to worship God, they were stopped by a lame man. He was 40 years
old and had been lame from birth (Acts 4:22). Being unable to work, the only way he had to
support himself was through begging.

The Scriptures: “But Peter said, ‘I do not possess silver and gold, but what I do have I give
to you: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene — walk!” And seizing him by the right
hand, he raised him up; and immediately his feet and his ankles were strengthened.” (Acts
3:6-7)

The Story: Peter knew what he really needed was to know God and be able to walk and so
he said, “In the name of Jesus Christ, the Nazarene, walk.” and the lame man was healed. He
was not only walking, he was jumping up and down! He was praising God! People were
amazed to see this because they had known him to be lame from his birth.

Even though this amazing miracle had taken place, there were many who saw the disciples
as people who were upsetting the way their religion was practiced. The persecution was
motivated by the religious leaders (Acts 4:4-5) whose beliefs and traditions were being
threatened. As aresult, they began to persecute believers.

SO

Story 4 — Jesus, the Only Way - Acts 4:1-12 (Show the man
standing before a fork in the road.)

The Scriptures: “Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them,
‘Rulers and elders of the people,” (Acts 4:8) ... ‘let it be known to all of you
and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ the
Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead — by this name this man
stands here before you in good health.”” (Acts 4:10) “And there is salvation in no one
else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by
which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12)
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The Story: One day the disciples were telling people that Jesus rose from the dead because
He was the long-awaited Messiah. And as they were telling the story to the people around
them the captain of the Temple Guard, along with some rulers, became very angry and
arrested them and put them on trial. (The Sadducees were especially upset because they
did not believe in resurrection from the dead.) The disciples were asked, who put you up
to this, and in what name have you done this? (Acts 4:7)

Peter’s answer was, "in the name of Jesus, the only name under heaven by which we can be
saved." During His time on earth, Jesus taught that there were two paths people take in life.
One leads away from God to trusting in yourself and the things the world offers; the other
way leads one away from trusting in themselves and the world, to trusting in God. There is
only one way people can be saved and come to God; through Jesus Christ!

As your new life in Christ begins, you must make a choice which way you will
go for the rest of your life..following Jesus or your own flesh and self-life.
(Carnal Christian?)

Story 5 — Disobedience Is Costly - Acts 4:36-5:11

(Point to Ananias lying dead on floor.)

The Scriptures: “Now Joseph, a Levite of Cyprian birth, who was also called
Barnabas by the apostles (which translated means Son of Encouragement),

and who owned a tract of land, sold it and brought the money and laid it at

the apostles’ feet. But a certain man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of
property and kept back some of the price for himself, with his wife’s full knowledge, and
bringing a portion of it, he laid it at the apostles’ feet.” “But Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has
Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back some of the price of the
land? While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it
not under your control? Why is it that you have conceived this deed in your heart? You
have not lied to men but to God.” And as he heard these words, Ananias fell down and
breathed his last; and great fear came over all who heard of it.” (Acts 4:36-5:5)

The Story: (Tell the story of Ananias and Sapphira. Emphasizing the importance
of living a Holy Life yielded and surrendered to the Lord in every area.)

After the coming of the Holy Spirit, the church began to grow and reach the people who
lived near them. The author of the book of Acts described them as being of “one heart and
soul” (Acts 4:32). They were even sharing their property with others in need (Acts 4:32-35
cf. Deuteronomy 15:4-11). A man named Joseph (also called Barnabas) sold his land and
gave all he received for it to the apostles for use in ministering to others.

A man named Ananias saw what Joses did and sold some of his land and gave a portion of
the money to the apostles, as well. Instead of telling Peter, he kept some of the money for
himself; he lied and said he gave all of the money. Peter was grieved. He said, “Ananias,
why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back some of the price of
the land?” (5:3) You did not have to do that - wasn’t it yours all the time? And after you
sold it wasn’t the money all ours? You have lied not to man but to God!” Immediately after
Peter stopped speaking, Ananias fell dead on the floor, and some men rolled him up in a rug
and carried him outside to be buried. There was much fear among the onlookers.



Well, just three hours later, Ananias’ wife, Sapphira, came into the room looking for her
husband Ananias. When she came into the room Peter asked her, “...Tell me whether you
sold the land for such and such a price?” And she said, “Yes, that was the price.” Then Peter
said to her, “Why is it that you have agreed together to put the Spirit of the Lord to the test?
Behold, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry
you out as well.” And immediately she fell at his feet and breathed her last, and the young
men came in and found her dead, and they carried her out and buried her beside her
husband. And great fear came over the whole church, and over all who heard of these
things.” (Acts 5:8-11)

Story 6 — Gamaliel Standing before the Religious Authorities
(Jerusalem Council) Acts 5:27-42 (Context: “And all the more believers

in the Lord, multitudes of men and women, were constantly added to their
number,” Acts 5:14)

The Scriptures: “When they had brought them, they stood them before the Council. The
high priest questioned them, saying, ‘We gave you strict orders not to continue teaching in
this name, and yet, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and intend to bring this
man'’s blood upon us.” But Peter and the apostles answered, ‘We must obey God rather than
men. The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had put to death by hanging Him
on a cross. He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to
grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses of these things;
and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey Him.” But when they
heard this, they were cut to the quick and intended to kill them.” (Acts 5:27-33)

“But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the Law, respected by all the people, stood up
in the Council and gave orders to put the men outside for a short time. And he said to them,
‘Men of Israel, take care what you propose to do with these men.”” (Acts 5:34-35)

“So in the present case, I say to you, stay away from these men and let them alone, for if this
plan or action is of men, it will be overthrown; but if it is of God, you will not be able to
overthrow them; or else you may even be found fighting against God.” (Acts 5:38-39)

6od's Word cannot be stopped. The Lord will use whomever and whatever He
chooses to cause His Word to spread.

The Story: Once, while the apostles were teaching the captain of the temple guard and his
officers brought them before the religious authorities once again. The High Priest spoke
against them, “We gave you strict orders not to continue teaching in this name, and yet, you
have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and intend to bring this man's blood upon us”
(Acts 5:28). Butinstead of being afraid, Peter spoke with resolve.

Peter and the apostles answered, "We must obey God rather than men. The God of our
fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had put to death by hanging Him on a cross
(Acts 5:29-30) and we were witnesses of it - how could we not tell about it?”

Peter was convinced of the truth he and the others were teaching and living, and was
willing to be the Lord’s witness, even in the face of great danger.
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Such a courageous stand made the religious officials mad, and they wanted to kill the
apostles. But a wise Pharisee named Gamaliel intervened. He appealed to the officials,
reminding them of other men who supposedly found the long-awaited Messiah.

Gamaliel’s advice was to let the men go. For if they were frauds they would reveal
themselves; but if they were real, then the officials were in danger of offending Holy God -
which would not be good. The religious officials decided to take the safe answer, but
insisted on two conditional actions: they caused the apostles to be beaten with whips,
ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus again, and then let them go. Notice the
response of the disciples: “So they went on their way from the presence of the Council,
rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name. And every
day, in the temple and from house to house, they kept right on teaching and preaching Jesus
as the Christ.” (Acts 5:41-42)

They departed from the religious leaders and continued to share Jesus, filled with joy,
understanding the charge given them by the authorities, but counting themselves worthy of
being beaten for the sake of Jesus’ Name.

Story 7 — Stephen Preaching before Religious Leaders - Acts 7:1-53
The Scriptures: “You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in
heart and ears are always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as
your fathers did. Which one of the prophets did your fathers not
persecute? They killed those who had previously announced the coming of

the Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers you have now become;
you who received the law as ordained by angels, and yet did not keep it." (Acts 7:51-53)

Sometimes there is a price to pay in order to preach the Word.

The Story: To help the leadership in the first church, seven men were chosen to serve. One
of those men, called Stephen, was full of faith and the power of the Holy Spirit.

God performed signs and wonders through Stephen, and most rejoiced, but others disputed
with him. They even found other men to lie about what Stephen was preaching. Those lies
stirred the people up and he was brought before the council of religious leaders. When the
High Priest asked Stephen if the charges of blasphemy were true, Stephen, rather than
defending himself, took the opportunity to remind them of the history of the Jewish people
and how they not only rejected God, choosing their own way of worship, but rejected His
Son, the Messiah, as well.

He ended his speech by calling them “stiff-necked and uncircumcised in their hearts and
ears” (Acts 7:51). When they heard that, they were enraged in their hearts (7:54) and
condemned him to death by being stoned.

Like He did Stephen, the Holy Spirit will give you boldness if you are surrendered to Him,
and He will empower you to proclaim that Word without fear of consequences! In the midst
of a raving mob, Stephen looked up at heaven and saw Jesus standing at the right hand of
God. This empowered him to not be afraid. Believers today may or may not see a vision of
Jesus, but we are indwelt by the Holy Spirit, who will give us like power should we turn to
Him. Remember, the main work of the Holy Spirit in the life of a believer is to empower
him for ministry and the Word!
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Story 8 — The Death of Stephen - Acts 7:54-60 (Stephen was stoned -
to death as Saul, who was later called Paul, was watching over the robes of
Stephen’s assailants as the stoning took place).

The Scriptures: “Now when they heard this, they were cut to the quick,
and they began gnashing their teeth at him. But being full of the Holy
Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the
right hand of God; and he said, ‘Behold, I see the heavens opened up and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God.” But they cried out with a loud voice, and covered their
ears and rushed at him with one impulse.” “When they had driven him out of the city, they
began stoning him; and the witnesses laid aside their robes at the feet of a young man
named Saul. They went on stoning Stephen as he called on the Lord and said, ‘Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit!’ Then falling on his knees, he cried out with a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not

hold this sin against them!” Having said this, he fell asleep.” (Acts 7:54-60) God used
this event in the life of Stephen to later bring conviction to Saul (Paul). He
could not escape the calm with which Stephen exhibited while being stoned to
death.

The Story: The religious leaders and the crowd were so upset at Stephen’s answer, they
erupted with anger. Furious men rushed at him all at once, took him out of the city and
began throwing stones. To be able to throw the stones harder, they took off their coats and
laid them at the feet of a young man standing in the crowd, who approved of their actions.
His name was Saul.

What Saul was about to see would become a turning-point in his life. Stephen looked up
and saw Jesus standing at the right hand of His Father God (a two-fold reference to the role
and identity of Jesus) - an event that must have reminded him of the sovereignty of God
and the power of Jesus. He was about to suffer for Jesus’ Name. The crowd began to stone
him all the more. As the stones kept hitting Stephen, he kneeled and spoke loudly, “Lord,
do not charge them with this sin.” with the same forgiving heart of mercy as His Savior did,
and then he died. In an instant, Stephen was in the presence of God. He was mistreated on
earth, but is now filled with continual joy and peace in heaven.

Story 9 — The Church under Persecution - Acts 8:1-4

The Scriptures: “Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him to death.
And on that day a great persecution began against the church in
Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea
and Samaria, except the apostles. Some devout men buried Stephen, and
made loud lamentation over him. But Saul began ravaging the church,
entering house after house, and dragging off men and women, he would put them in prison.
Therefore, those who had been scattered went about preaching the word.” (Acts 8:1-4)

The church and all believers were under extreme persecution, and yet the
number of people receiving Jesus as their Lord was increasing dramatically.
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The Story: The young man named Saul, motivated by seeing Stephen stoned to death, was
even more convinced the Christians were doing something wrong, something that was evil
in God’s sight. Some people believed he was responsible for Stephen’s death (as evidenced
by placing their cloaks at his feet). He devoted himself to persecuting believers even to the
point beating or putting to death anyone he identified as a believer (Acts 22:4, 19; 26:10).
Saul even went into their homes with soldiers and had them dragged off to prison. He was
determined more than ever to stop them from telling others about Jesus, so much that he
even asked permission to travel in the surrounding areas to further his task (Acts 9:1-2;
26:11).

Story 10 — Peter and Simon, the Sorcerer - Acts 8:18-23

The Scriptures: “Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was bestowed
through the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money,
saying, ‘Give this authority to me as well, so that everyone on whom I lay
my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” But Peter said to him, ‘May your
silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of

God with money! You have no part or portion in this matter, for your
heart is not right before God. Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray the
Lord that, if possible, the intention of your heart may be forgiven you.”” (Acts 8:18-22)

The Holy Spirit can never be earned, purchased, or even bargained for. He is
a gift from God to every believer who receives Jesus Christ as Lord and
Savior and comes to reside in your heart (soul) the moment you accept Jesus
Christ by faith. He comes to reside forever and to empower you for ministry
in His Kingdom so that you may share the Good News of Jesus wherever you

go.

The Story: Simon was a man who practiced demonic sorcery (magic). Over a long period
of time, he had performed many acts that made the people of his area think he was a great
man. In fact, he claimed to be a great power and they believed him, thinking he had special
power from God, so they listened to what he had to say.

At the same time, in their area (City of Samaria), the apostle Phillip was preaching about
Jesus, and how He came to save people from their sin. Many people believed what Phillip
preached and became believers who later were baptized. In fact, Simon also believed what
Phillip said and was baptized himself; but he may have been more influenced [amazed] by
the signs and miracles Phillip did, than conviction over his sin and need for repentance,
which would have resulted in true salvation.

Upon the apostles in Jerusalem hearing what was happening in Samaria, Peter and John
were sent there to assist and guide Simon and the others that they might receive the Holy
Spirit. One day, while they were laying hands on several people praying that the Holy Spirit
would come upon the new believers, Simon walked up to them and asked them how much
money it would cost for him to get the Holy Spirit as well. Peter told him to keep his money
- that he could not buy God’s gift nor earn it because it is given by grace, not by what
people do. “Your heart is not right, you are poisoned by bitterness and controlled by sin,”
Peter said, “and you cannot have any part in sharing the Good News. In fact you need to
repent.” (Acts 8:21-22)
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Story 11 - Philip and Ethiopian Eunuch - Acts 8:26-39

The Scriptures: “So, when they had solemnly testified and spoken the
word of the Lord, they started back to Jerusalem, and were preaching
the gospel to many villages of the Samaritans. But an angel of the Lord
spoke to Philip saying, ‘Get up and go south to the road that descends
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a desert road.) So he got up and
went; and there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of Candace,
queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure; and he had come to
Jerusalem to worship, and he was returning and sitting in his chariot, and was reading the
prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go up and join this chariot.”” (Acts 8:25-29)

“Philip ran up and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet, and said, ‘Do you understand
what you are reading?’ And he said, ‘Well, how could [, unless someone guides me?’ And he
invited Philip to come up and sit with him. Now the passage of Scripture which he was
reading was this: ‘HE WAS LED AS A SHEEP TO SLAUGHTER; AND AS A LAMB BEFORE ITS
SHEARER IS SILENT, SO HE DOES NOT OPEN HIS MOUTH.”” (Acts 8:30-32)

“The eunuch answered Philip and said, ‘Please tell me, of whom does the prophet say this?
Of himself or of someone else?” Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this
Scripture he preached Jesus to him.” (Acts 8:34-35)

The Story: After Peter and John left Samaria to return home, Philip went about telling
everyone about Jesus. He went to several villages traveling as far south as Gaza (about 80
kilometers [50 miles] away). One day an angel stopped him and told him to start walking
south on the road that led to the desert, and he did. Can you imagine how he felt, walking
down a dusty road which led to a desert that was not very welcoming to travelers?

As he walked he came upon a very important man - he was the treasurer for the Queen of
Egypt whose name was Candace. The man was on his way home from celebrating a Jewish
holiday in Jerusalem. The man was intently reading from a scroll.

Then an amazing thing happened; the Holy Spirit told Philip to go and talk to the man.

Even though this man was an important government official, Philip ran toward the man and
asked him, “What are you reading? Do you understand it?” The man answered, “How can |
unless someone teaches me? Come up in the chariot and tell me.” The man was reading a
prophecy about Jesus coming as Messiah! Phillip then explained the Gospel message to the
man, and he became a believer. He knew that the way to find Jesus was through the Old
Testament Scriptures. (Luke 24:45) Having placed his faith in Christ, he asked Philip to
baptize him, and Philip did. Most likely, many people heard about Jesus from this official.
Philip “...kept preaching the gospel to all the cities until he came to Caesarea.” (Acts 8:40)

We should always be on the lookout for those who are seeking the answer, but need some
help understanding the way. After they become Christians, people still need for someone
more mature to be with them and continue teaching them until they mature.
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Story 12 — Conversion of Saul - Acts 9:1-6, 10-19

The Scriptures: “Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder
against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest, and
asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so
that if he found any belonging to the Way, both men and women,
he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. As he was traveling, it happened that he was
approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him; and he fell
to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’
And he said, ‘Who are You, Lord? And He said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting, but
get up and enter the city, and it will be told you what you must do.”” (Acts 9:1-6)

The Story: A man named Saul, a devout Jew, has been persecuting the early
church and believers. One day while on his way to get more Jews to take
back to Jerusalem, the Lord appeared unto Him in a blinding light and said,
"Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” Saul replied, "Who are you Lord?"
"I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. Get up and go into the city, and you
will be told what you must do.” Saul got up from the ground, and even though
his eyes were open he could not see. The men traveling with him heard a
great sound, but did not see anyone: they took him by the hand to Damascus.
He was unable to see for three days and he did not eat or drink.

Notes: Saul considered himself a righteous man, committed to stopping the “unrighteous”
followers of Jesus (called followers of the Way), even if he had to murder them. He even
asked the religious authorities for permission to go far away to find the followers of Jesus
[both men and women] who moved from Jerusalem and arrest them. Not only did they
give Saul that authority, they also sent soldiers to help him. Saul started out for Damascus
on a six-day journey. Damascus was a very important city and it seems many disciples had
fled there following the stoning death of Stephen.

As he was nearing Damascus, Saul was suddenly surrounded by a great light. Even though
it was daylight, the light was brighter than the sun. And words were spoken to him that
only he heard. (His traveling companions only heard a sound.) The voice accused him:
“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” Saul was stunned, he asked, “Who are you Lord?”
The next words would change Saul’s life: “I am Jesus, the One you are persecuting!” Saul
was very frightened. With a trembling voice he asked, “What do You want me to do?” And
Jesus told him to go to Damascus (nearby city) and there he would find out.

The Scriptures: “Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias; and the Lord said to
him in a vision, "Ananias." And he said, "Here I am, Lord." 11 And the Lord said to him, "Get
up and go to the street called Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas for a man from
Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias
come in and lay his hands on him, so that he might regain his sight." 13 But Ananias
answered, "Lord, [ have heard from many about this man, how much harm he did to Your
saints at Jerusalem; 1*and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call
on Your name." 15 But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to
bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; 1 for [ will show him
how much he must suffer for My name's sake." Acts 9:10-16 (NASB) .
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In Damascus, there was a man by the name of Ananias and the Lord had
spoken to him in a vision and told him to go to the place where he would find
Saul praying. Ananias began to say that this man had persecuted Christians
and done much damage to many believers and has authority from the chief
priests to arrest all who call on Your name.

The Lord spoke to Ananias and told him, “Go! For this man is My chosen
instrument [vessel] to carry My name before the Gentiles, kings, and the Sons
of Israel, I will show him how much he must suffer for My name."”

God told Ananias to go to where Saul was. God also told him that Saul was blind and was
praying and awaiting him to arrive there so that he might regain his sight. But Ananias
immediately began making excuses for not obeying God. He said, “Lord, you do not
understand, this man will cause me trouble, he is very dangerous.” Note that this is a
human reaction to a problem that was not designed to be handled by humans - God wanted
to use Ananias.

So Ananias left and entered the house and placed his hands upon Saul and
said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road you
were traveling has sent me so you may regain your sight and be filled with the
Holy Spiritl” At once something like scales fell from Saul's eyes and he
regained his sight and got up and was baptized in obedience to the Word of
6od.

Story 13 — Peter Sees a Sheet from Heaven with Unclean Animals - Acts 10:9-16

m The Scriptures: “On the next day, as they were on their way and
| approaching the city, Peter went up on the housetop about the sixth
hour to pray. But he became hungry and was desiring to eat; but while
they were making preparations, he fell into a trance; and he *saw the sky
opened up, and an object like a great sheet coming down, lowered by
four corners to the ground, and there were in it all kinds of four-footed
animals and crawling creatures of the earth and birds of the air. A voice
came to him, ‘Get up, Peter, kill and eat!” But Peter said, ‘By no means, Lord, for [ have
never eaten anything unholy and unclean.” Again a voice came to him a second time, ‘What
God has cleansed, no longer consider unholy.” This happened three times, and immediately
the object was taken up into the sky.” (Acts 10:9-16)

The Story: In a city named Caesarea there was a soldier named Cornelius, who was a
very high ranking officer in the army. He and his family worshiped God. He
did many acts of charity for the Jewish people and was a man of prayer.
About three o'clock in the afternoon he had a vision, and an angel of the Lord
spoke to him, “Cornelius your prayers and acts have come up before God:; send
men and call for Peter to come to your house.”
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At the same time, God was getting Simon Peter prepared to minister to Cornelius. God
knew that Peter would have a problem talking to a Gentile about his God. It was a problem
in Simon Peter’s eyes, not in God’s eyes. God knew all along that all nations were going to
be able to turn to Him, but the children of Abraham somehow thought that God was
reserved for them alone. God was going to confront Simon Peter in an exceptional way.

One day, about noon (a prayer time set by tradition), Simon Peter was on his housetop
praying, when all of a sudden a large cloth appeared before him in a vision (point to the
story in the cloth). Its contents alarmed Peter. It was full of all of the kinds of things which
Peter had been taught were unclean that he was not to eat. What Peter heard next not only
shocked him, but challenged his entire belief. “Peter, kill and eat.” Simon Peter thought,
“How could I ever do such a thing?” Simon Peter thought that to eat those unclean things
would make him unfaithful to God. The response was: “What God has cleansed you must
not call unclean!”

Story 14 - Cornelius - Acts 10:1-8; 24-48

(NOTE: Remember, God had already been working to prepare Peter to be His servant in the life of a man
named Cornelius who had also had a vision from the Lord.)

W The Scriptures: “Now there was a man at Caesarea named Cornelius, a
centurion of what was called the Italian cohort, a devout man and one
who feared God with all his household, and gave many alms to the Jewish
people and prayed to God continually. About the ninth hour of the day he
clearly saw in a vision an angel of God who had just come in and said to
him, ‘Cornelius!” And fixing his gaze on him and being much alarmed, he
said, ‘What is it, Lord?" And he said to him, ‘Your prayers and alms have
ascended as a memorial before God. Now dispatch some men to Joppa and send for a man
named Simon, who is also called Peter.”” (Acts 10:1-5)

The Story: In a town nearby there was a soldier named Cornelius, who was a
very high ranking officer in the army. He and his family worshiped God. He
did many acts of charity for the Jewish people and was a man of prayer.

About three o'clock in the afternoon, he had a vision and an angel of the Lord
spoke to him, “Cornelius, your prayers and acts have come up before God;
send men and call for Peter to come to your house.” Peter was on the house
praying and thinking about all that the Lord had shown him when the Spirit
told him that these three men were coming, and were there. They explained
why they were there and asked Peter to accompany them to Cornelius’ house,
and so he went with the men.

The Scriptures: “Now while Peter was greatly perplexed in mind as to what the vision
which he had seen might be, behold, the men who had been sent by Cornelius, having asked
directions for Simon’s house, appeared at the gate; and calling out, they were asking
whether Simon, who was also called Peter, was staying there. While Peter was reflecting
on the vision, the Spirit said to him, ‘Behold, three men are looking for you. But get up, go
downstairs and accompany them without misgivings, for I have sent them Myself.’
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Peter went down to the men and said, ‘Behold, I am the one you are looking for; what is the
reason for which you have come?’ They said, ‘Cornelius, a centurion, a righteous and God-
fearing man well spoken of by the entire nation of the Jews, was divinely directed by a holy
angel to send for you to come to his house and hear a message from you.”

(Acts 10:17-22)

The Story: By the time they got there, many family members and others had
gathered, and Cornelius told Peter of his vision and why he sent for Peter, so that all
present could hear what the Lord has given you to say to us.

The Scriptures: “So I sent for you immediately, and you have been kind enough to come.
Now then, we are all here present before God to hear all that you have been commanded by
the Lord.’

Opening his mouth, Peter said: ‘I most certainly understand now that God is not one to
show partiality, but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right is
welcome to Him. The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, preaching peace through
Jesus Christ (He is Lord of all)’” (Acts 10:33-36)

The Story: What then followed was Simon Peter telling the Gospel message to Cornelius
and those others in the room. Beginning with John the Baptizer, continuing through the
sinless life of Jesus, His death by crucifixion and ultimate resurrection, Peter ends by
recalling the command to tell all about the wonderful story of God'’s grace-full salvation -
EVERYONE who believes in Him can receive forgiveness of sin.

The Scriptures: “While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all
those who were listening to the message. All the circumcised believers who came with
Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles
also and they were hearing them speaking with tongues and exalting God. Then Peter
answered, ‘Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized who have received
the Holy Spirit just as we did, can he?’ And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to stay on for a few days.” (Acts 10:44-48)

The Story: So Peter began to preach Jesus, and when he finished, the Holy
Spirit came upon all who heard the message and all believed and were
baptized.

The Jewish men were astounded that the Gentile converts were acting just like the Jewish

converts at Pentecost. Peter commented, “How can we refuse to baptize them? They have
the Holy Spirit, just like we do.” And they were the first Gentiles to receive the Holy Spirit

and be baptized into the family of God. Thus, the Gospel is now given to the
Gentiles.
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Story 15 — Famine in Land (The disciples sent with offering to )
assist those without food.) Acts 11:27-30 =

The Scriptures: “Now at this time some prophets came down from ‘} pY P <
Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them named Agabus stood up and began DO Sy
to indicate by the Spirit that there would certainly be a great famine all '
over the world. And this took place in the reign of Claudius. And in the
proportion that any of the disciples had means, each of them determined to send a
contribution for the relief of the brethren living in Judea. And this they did, sending it in
charge of Barnabas and Saul to the elders.” (Acts 11:27-30)

The Story: Because the hand of the Lord was on the church in Antioch, it was multiplying.
Barnabas (an experienced missionary and teacher) was sent from Jerusalem to assist the
church leaders there. When he saw how great the growth was, he decided to go to Tarsus
and find Saul - who, sometime after his conversion on the road to Damascus, was renamed
Paul. (Acts 13:9) Paul had prior experience preaching to Gentiles and Jews, and so Paul led
in the mission effort in Antioch. Once, while they were ministering, a prophet from
Jerusalem named Agabus told them that a great famine was coming, and the believers in
Judea were going to be very much in need because they were so poor. As this began in
the days of Saul..the early church decided that they needed to take up an

offering and send it by Saul and Barnabas. So these new believers, together, decided
to show their love for the believers in Judea and collected money to be sent to help them
when the famine arrived. Even though they were not like them, or did not know them, they
understood helping others was important and demonstrated that change in their hearts.

Story 16 — Peter in Jail - Doors Opened by Angel - Acts 12:1-12

The Scriptures: “Now about that time, Herod the king laid hands on
some who belonged to the church in order to mistreat them. And he
had James the brother of John put to death with a sword. When he saw
that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. Now it was
during the days of Unleavened Bread. When he had seized him, he put
him in prison, delivering him to four squads of soldiers to guard him,
intending after the Passover to bring him out before the people.” (Acts 12:1-4)

The Story: (During this time) Herod (Agrippa), the King, began to really
persecute the church. He had James, one of the leaders in the church, killed.
When he saw that it pleased the religious people, he arrested Peter and had
him put in jail and planned to execute him after the huge festival that was
being held (Unleavened Bread). But, while Peter was in jail, the church was
praying for him day and night.

The Scriptures: “So Peter was kept in the prison, but prayer for him was being made
fervently by the church to God. On the very night when Herod was about to bring him
forward, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and guards in
front of the door were watching over the prison. And behold, an angel of the Lord suddenly

appeared and a light shone in the cell; and he struck Peter’s side and woke him up, saying,
‘Get up quickly.” And his chains fell off his hands.
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And the angel said to him, ‘Gird yourself and put on your sandals.” And he did so. And he
*said to him, ‘Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.” And he went out and continued
to follow, and he did not know that what was being done by the angel was real, but thought
he was seeing a vision.” (Acts 12:5-9)

The Story: On the night before Herod was going to execute Peter, while he was
in jail guarded by a host of soldiers and in chains, during the middle of the
night an angel of the Lord came and a light shone over the cell; the angel
woke Peter and told him to get up, get dressed, and leave. The chains fell
off, the door opened, and Peter walked out free in Christ. The angel walked
with him through all the gates, and even the main gate leading into the city.
As they came to each gate, they all opened by themselves. As they passed
through the last gate and into the city, the angel disappeared. Peter hardly
knew what was happening, in sort of a trance until outside, and then he knew
that the Lord had set him free.

The Scriptures: “When they had passed the first and second guard, they came to the iron
gate that leads into the city, which opened for them by itself; and they went out and went
along one street, and immediately the angel departed from him. When Peter came to
himself, he said, ‘Now I know for sure that the Lord has sent forth His angel and rescued me
from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.” (Acts 12:10-
11)

The Story: He went to the house of Mary (John Mark's mother) and knocked on
the door. Several believers inside were praying for him, and finally Rhoda
came and saw who it was and was so surprised that she did not open the door
but ran to tell the others. Finally, after a while when they were through
debating whether it was Peter or his angel, they opened the door and let him
in.

The Scriptures: “And when he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of
John who was also called Mark, where many were gathered together and were praying.
When he knocked at the door of the gate, a servant-girl named Rhoda came to answer.
When she recognized Peter’s voice, because of her joy she did not open the gate, but ran in
and announced that Peter was standing in front of the gate. They said to her, ‘You are out
of your mind!” But she kept insisting that it was so. They kept saying, ‘It is his angel.” But
Peter continued knocking; and when they had opened the door, they saw him and were
amazed. But motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he described to them how the
Lord had led him out of the prison. And he said, ‘Report these things to James and the
brethren.” Then he left and went to another place.” (Acts 12:12-17)

Summary: James, the brother of John, was the first apostle to be persecuted and killed.
Most think he was beheaded. How sad for us to learn that the Jewish people were happy
that they had silenced him and he was now out of their way. It happened just before a very
holy time for the Jews, one on which they celebrated their release and escape from the
Pharaoh, King of Egypt. King Herod saw that James’ death made the people happy, so he
decided to kill Peter as well.
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He arrested him and put him in jail (this was his third time, 4:3; 5:18) with a four-squad
(each with four men) special guard 24 hours a day. That’s 16 guards for one man who was
not guilty of a horrible crime.

He was chained to two guards, and the other two guarded to door. From Herod’s point of
view, escape was impossible (maybe he remembered the time when the apostles escaped
from jail without a door being opened and the guards at the door unaware that the
prisoners were not inside, but had disappeared, Acts 5:22).

When the church members heard Peter was arrested, they started to pray that the trial
would turn out in Peter’s favor, or if not, that they would have strength to endure the
persecution and cruelty (Cf. 5:40). But Holy God had different plans. On the very night
before his trial was to take place, sometime between 4 and 6 in the early morning, an angel
sent by the Lord appeared to Peter in his jail cell. Peter was sleeping soundly, apparently
not worried about tomorrow. The angel touched Peter and said “Wake up! Get dressed for
travel!”

Immediately the chains on Peter’s wrists fell off. “Follow me out of the prison,” the angel
instructs Peter. Peter did not really understand what was happening (thought he was
dreaming?), but he followed the angel just as he was told. As they approached the main
gate, it opened by itself (with the power of God) and the angel disappeared. On the outside
of the prison the angel went back to God, and Peter, now understanding what was taking
place, went back to his church family.

Story 17 — Paul and Barnabas...Anointed with Power, Preaching and Planting
Churches - Acts 13:1-4, 14:19-23 (Point to men laying hands on another).

The Scriptures: “While they were ministering to the Lord and
fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for
the work to which I have called them.” Then, when they had fasted
and prayed and laid their hands on them, they sent them away. So,
being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia and
from there they sailed to Cyprus.” (Acts 13:2-4)

“But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having won over the crowds, they stoned
Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be dead. But while the disciples
stood around him, he got up and entered the city. The next day he went away with
Barnabas to Derbe. After they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many
disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of
the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, ‘Through many
tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.” When they had appointed elders for them
in every church, having prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom
they had believed.” (Acts 14:19-23)

The Story: After Barnabas and Paul brought the offering to Jerusalem and gave it to the
leaders there, then returned to Antioch (Antioch was now the center of missions work in
the church). After a time, the church, under the direction of the Holy Spirit, commissioned
Barnabas and Paul to focus on the great commission Jesus gave to the church - make
disciples. Many people became believers on their journey; some were Jews who left
Jerusalem, and others (Gentiles) citizens of the towns where they preached.
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People were coming to God. It should have been a time of rejoicing, but the Jews were very
angry that the Gentiles were becoming believers, so they started to speak against Paul and
Barnabas.

While preaching and teaching in Lystra, the people became disturbed and took
Paul and began stoning him..and left him for dead. Some of his brethren came
and took him away, and the next day he and Barnabas left for another city
(Derbe). They are now going from city to city preaching Jesus and planting
churches everywhere... people became believers. They began to set aside
elders and church leaders in each of the new churches.

Having been set aside by the church at Antioch, they returned there to report all
that God had done on their mission trip.

The Scriptures: “From there they sailed to Antioch, from which they had been commended
to the grace of God for the work that they had accomplished. When they had arrived and
gathered the church together, they began to report all things that God had done with them
and how He had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. And they spent a long time with the
disciples.” (Acts 14:26-28)

The Story: As the church began to grow, so did the opposition. And Paul and
Barnabas went from city to city proclaiming the Good News on their way to
Jerusalem, where they were received with open arms and much rejoicing as
the two shared all that God had done on this journey.

Story 18 — Paul and Silas in Jail - Acts 16:22-30

The Scriptures: “It happened that as we were going to the place of
prayer, a slave-girl having a spirit of divination met us, who was
bringing her masters much profit by fortune-telling. Following
after Paul and us, she kept crying out, saying, ‘These men are bond-servants of the Most
High God, who are proclaiming to you the way of salvation.” She continued doing this for
many days. But Paul was greatly annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit, ‘1 command
you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her!” And it came out at that very moment.
But when her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and
dragged them into the market place before the authorities.” (Acts 16:16-19)

The Story: Paul and Silas are now going from city to city preaching Jesus, and
the hostility and growth are increasing, too. One day as they were going to
someone's house for prayer, there was a girl who was possessed with a demon
of prediction. She made large sums of money for her owners. She began to
follow them for days shouting, "These men are servants of the most High God,
and they are proclaiming to you the way of salvation.” Paul, being greatly
perplexed, turned to the spirit and commanded that it come out of her, and it
did immediately.
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The owners were very angry and seized them both, taking them to the
authorities and accusing them of falsehoods. They were beaten and thrown
into prison, and the guard was ordered to keep them secure.

The Scriptures: “When they had struck them with many blows, they threw them into
prison, commanding the jailer to guard them securely; and he, having received such a
command, threw them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. But about
midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and the prisoners
were listening to them; and suddenly there came a great earthquake, so that the
foundations of the prison house were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened
and everyone’s chains were unfastened.” (Acts 16:23-26)

The Story: He put them into the inner part of the prison and bound them in
shackles. About midnight, after having been beaten and thrown in prison, Paul and
Silas were singing and praying to the Lord. As the prisoners were listening in, a
great earth-quake occurred that opened the cell doors and loosed their all the
prisoners chains.

The Scriptures: “When the jailer awoke and saw the prison doors opened, he drew his
sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul
cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Do not harm yourself, for we are all here!” And he
called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas,
and after he brought them out, he said, ‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved? They said,
‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.”” (Acts 16:27-3)

The Story: When the jailer awoke and saw the cell doors opened, he became
distraught because he knew that if the prisoners escaped he would be killed.
But Paul called out for him not to take his own life for we are all here. Then
the jailer came and fell at their feet and asked "What must I do to be
saved?” And Paul answered, "Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be
saved and your household!” He and all of his household were saved and
baptized that very night.

Story 19 — Paul and Silas Going from City to City - Acts 17:1-12
The Scriptures: “Now when they had traveled through Amphipolis and
Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of
the Jews. And according to Paul’s custom, he went to them, and for three
Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and giving
evidence that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and
saying, ‘This Jesus whom [ am proclaiming to you is the Christ” And some of them were
persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, along with a large number of the God-fearing Greeks
and a number of the leading women. But the Jews, becoming jealous and taking along some
wicked men from the market place, formed a mob and set the city in an uproar; and
attacking the house of Jason, they were seeking to bring them out to the people.” (Acts
17:1-5)
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“The brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea, and when they
arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. Now these were more noble-minded
than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the
Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so. Therefore many of them believed,
along with a number of prominent Greek women and men.” (Acts 17:10-12)

The Story: The ministry is now really growing, and Paul and Silas are traveling
even more as they go from city to city and province to province preaching,
teaching, and ministering the Good News. Some cities were open to their
message and many received; but in other places the message was rejected,

and they were cast out of the cities or sometimes beaten and thrown in jail.
After their ministry in Philippi (Paul left Luke to lead the ministry there), Paul and the men
with him set out for Thessalonica, a city very far away (160.9 kilometers = 100 miles). It
was a long distance, so Paul most likely used horses to travel. On the way, they stopped at
several cities telling people about Jesus and the Gospel message. When they arrived at
Thessalonica, Paul went to the Jewish synagogue for three weeks talking with the men
there about the Gospel message. Many men and women were converted and began
following Jesus, becoming people of “the Way.” In fact, so many people became believers
that Paul and the men were accused of “turning the world upside down.” The religious Jews
were outraged and accused Paul of many things that were not true. They even hired lazy,
worthless people to stage a riot in order to get Paul and the others in trouble. But while the
riot was taking place, they could not find Paul or any of the others, so they wrongly accused
Jason, a man with whom Paul was staying. But the authorities didn’t punish them for lack of
evidence. It is encouraging to see that the next city Paul visited (Berea) reacted totally
different than Thessalonica.

In fact, they were opposite, hearing Paul and then taking time to study the Scriptures to
check if Paul was teaching truth and, if so, better understand what he was teaching.

Story 20 — Paul and the Unknown God - Acts 17:16-34

The Scriptures: “Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit
was being provoked within him as he was observing the city full of idols.
So he was reasoning in the synagogue with the Jews and the God-fearing

Gentiles, and in the market place every day with those who happened to
be present.” (Acts 17:16-17)

“So Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, ‘Men of Athens, I observe that you
are very religious in all respects. For while | was passing through and examining the
objects of your worship, I also found an altar with this inscription, “TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.’
Therefore, what you worship in ignorance, this [ proclaim to you.”” (Acts 17:22-23)

The Story: As they continued on their message tour, they came to the city of
Athens. As they walked through the streets they saw all these icons, idols,
statues to different gods. And one they came to was a monument to “"The
Unknown God.” This was the most interesting one to Paul..for it said that if
they had left any gods out this was for that one. Paul being troubled went to
the synagogue of the Jews and began to discuss and preach to them.
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They noticed that he was a well learned person and were curious about this
"new god” that He was teaching. Finally, they began to gather in the great
arena and Paul began to address the “Unknown God” and said, "I have come to
tell you about Him."

The Scriptures: “The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven
and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; nor is He served by human hands,

as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all
things; and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the
earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation, that
they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not
far from each one of us; for in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own
poets have said, ‘For we also are His children.” Being then the children of God, we ought not
to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art
and thought of man.

Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all
people everywhere should repent, because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the
world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to
all men by raising Him from the dead.” (Acts 17:24-31)

The Story: Paul began by giving them the background of God's creation and His
movement throughout the centuries. In times past, God overlooked the
ignorance of man, but no longer. He is now calling all men to repent. So, he
began sharing Jesus with them..many wanted to hear more, and some repented
then and received Christ. Others mocked him.

The Scriptures: “Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some began to
sneer, but others said, ‘We shall hear you again concerning this.” So Paul went out of their
midst. But some men joined him and believed, among whom also were Dionysius the
Areopagite and a woman named Damaris and others with them.” (Acts 17:32-34)

Story 21 -God Appeared to Paul in a Night Vision to \ﬁ{\: /
Encourage Him - Acts 18:6,9

—

The Scriptures: “After these things he left Athens and went to Corinth.” r(_géé
(Acts18:1) “And he was reasoning in the synagogue every Sabbath and
trying to persuade Jews and Greeks. But when Silas and Timothy came down from
Macedonia, Paul began devoting himself completely to the word, solemnly testifying to the
Jews that Jesus was the Christ. But when they resisted and blasphemed, he shook out his
garments and said to them, ‘Your blood be on your own heads! I am clean. From now on I
will go to the Gentiles.”” (Acts 18:4-6)

The Story: Paul and Silas are now in Corinth, a very wicked and carnal city. He
was preaching to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah (Son of God). But,
they resisted and blasphemed; Paul shook out his clothes and said, "Your blood
is on your own heads; I am clean.
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From this day forward, I will go to the Gentiles (explain that everyone who is
not a Jew is a Gentile..that is you and me, as well).”

The Scriptures: “And the Lord said to Paul in the night by a vision, ‘Do not be afraid any
longer, but go on speaking and do not be silent; for [ am with you, and no man will attack
you in order to harm you, for I have many people in this city.” And he settled there a year
and six months, teaching the word of God among them.” (Acts 18:9-11)

The Story: Some of the Jews believed and were baptized, as well as many
Corinthians. Then the Lord appeared to Paul in a night vision (apparently Paul
was a little discouraged and afraid due to the response of the Jews in the
city). The Lord said to Paul, "Do not be afraid, but keep on speaking and do
not be silent. For I am with you, and no one will lay a hand on you to hurt
you, because I have many people in this city.” Paul remained for 18 months,
teaching the Word of God to the people.

Paul must have had some reservation about his decision, maybe nervousness or
apprehension in going to the Gentiles. It was while he was in that state that God appeared
to him in a vision and told him not to be afraid to speak because He would be with him, and
no one would hurt him. Besides, there were other God-fearing people in the city of whom
Paul had no knowledge. With God'’s assurance, Paul had new confidence and stayed in
Corinth for one and a half years teaching the Word of God.

Story 22 — Seven Sons of Sceva, a Jewish Priest, Trying to Cast
out a Demon in Their Own Power - Acts 19:11-20

The Scriptures: “God was performing extraordinary miracles by the g pad
hands of Paul, so that handkerchiefs or aprons were even carried from %

his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went

out. But also some of the Jewish exorcists, who went from place to place,

attempted to name over those who had the evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, ‘1
adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preaches.” Seven sons of one Sceva, a Jewish chief priest,
were doing this.” (Acts 19:11-14)

The Story: God was performing many miracles at the hand of Paul, and some of
the itinerant Jewish vagabonds (the sons of a Jewish Priest who went from place
to place supposedly casting out demons) attempted to do the same by saying the
name of Jesus over those who had evil spirits saying, "I command you by the
name of Jesus whom Paul preaches.” Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief
priest, were doing this.

The Scriptures: “And the evil spirit answered and said to them, "I recognize Jesus, and I
know about Paul, but who are you?" And the man, in whom was the evil spirit, leaped on
them and subdued all of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that house
naked and wounded. This became known to all, both Jews and Greeks, who lived in

Ephesus; and fear fell upon them all and the name of the Lord Jesus was being magnified.”
(Acts 19:15-17)



25

The Story: The evil spirit answered them, "Jesus I know, and Paul I recognize—
but who are you?” Then the man, who had the evil spirit, leaped on them and
overpowered them; and all of them ran out of the house naked and wounded.
This spread all over Ephesus, and great fear came upon the people, and the
name of the Lord Jesus was magnified.

Many people were becoming believers and were being healed by God through Paul’s
ministry. But, as in our world today, there were men in the town who longed for positon,
power, and wealth. These men saw Paul’s popularity and decided to get some of it for
themselves. Not understanding the power that drove Paul’s seeming success, they
attempted to imitate what Paul was doing, even to the point of mimicking Paul’s words
about Jesus. However, their eyes were not focused on Paul’s Jesus, but on Paul’s popularity
and the perceived profit available. As they attempted to cast out the demon, the demon did
not obey them (as he would have obeyed Paul). Instead, the man, under the influence of
the demons, jumped on the seven sons, beat them up, and they ran out of the house
wounded and naked!

When the people of the town heard about what happened to those seven men, they were
very frightened because they finally realized the power of Jesus. They even went around
magnifying His Name. The God was demonstrated to have power be over the demon world.

The Scriptures: “Many also of those who had believed kept coming, confessing and
disclosing their practices. And many of those who practiced magic brought their books
together and began burning them in the sight of everyone; and they counted up the price of
them and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. So the word of the Lord was growing
mightily and prevailing.” (Acts 19:18-20)

The Story: Many who had become believers came forth confessing their pagan
practices that they had mixed in with their Christian beliefs and brought their
books on witchcraft and burned them before the people, and the price of all
that was burned was about 50,000 pieces of silver. In this way, the message
of the Lord flourished and prevailed.

These fairly new Christians, who began to clean up their own lives, who came and divulged
their hidden practices, confessed what they were doing in private. It is probable they had
never believed anything was wrong with these practices. But the teaching of Scripture
illuminated to them the kingdom of God, and they began to see that what they had been
doing held them in bondage. They were weak and fearful, upset and distressed within
themselves and now they saw the reason. So they began to confess all this and therefore to
be free from their bondage. And that, in turn, influenced the pagans in the city who began
to take a second look at their own practices. The practice of magic arts was common. They
brought their books together and burned them when they became Christians under the
influence and power of the gospel, and thus they were set free from their own deadly
delusion.
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Story 23 — Paul Leaves Ephesus for the Last Time - Acts 20:16-25, 28-32, 36-38

The Scriptures: “For Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus so that
he would not have to spend time in Asia; for he was hurrying tobein [~ SR
Jerusalem, if possible, on the day of Pentecost. From Miletus he sent 2 A%
to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the church. And when
they had come to him, he said to them, ‘You yourselves know, from
the first day that I set foot in Asia, how [ was with you the whole
time, serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with
trials which came upon me through the plots of the Jews; how I did not shrink from
declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you publicly and from house to
house, solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward God and faith in
our Lord Jesus Christ. And now, behold, bound in spirit, [ am on my way to Jerusalem, not
knowing what will happen to me there, except that the Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to me
in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions await me.”” (Acts 20:16-23)

«

But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so that [ may finish my
course and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the
gospel of the grace of God. And now, behold, [ know that all of you, among whom [ went
about preaching the kingdom, will no longer see my face.”” (Acts 20:24-25)

The Story: Paul is about to leave Ephesus, probably his favorite place to
minister, and he knows that he will never see these wonderful brethren again.
He knows that as he returns to Jerusalem, that town after town is ready to
bind him in chains. But he says, "I count my life of no value to myself, so
that I may finish my course and the ministry I received from the Lord Jesus
to testify to the Gospel of God's grace. I have been faithful to the calling of
6od and have not veered to one side or the other with the truth.”

The Scriptures: “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy
Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His
own blood. I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not
sparing the flock; and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse
things, to draw away the disciples after them. Therefore be on the alert, remembering that
night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears.
And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up
and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.” (Acts 20:28-32)

The Story: (Paul said to them), Therefore, be on guard for yourselves and for all
the flock that the Lord has given you. I know that after I leave savage wolves
will come in to destroy the work, and men from among you will rise up with a
different doctrine to lure the disciples away from my teaching. Paul says that
I have spent three years teaching and preaching the truth, so stay true to
this teaching. I now commit you to the Lord and to the message of His grace
which is able to build you up in the faith.
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The Scriptures: “When he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all.
And they began to weep aloud and embraced Paul, and repeatedly kissed him, grieving
especially over the word which he had spoken, that they would not see his face again. And
they were accompanying him to the ship.” (Acts 20:36-38)

The Story: After saying this, Paul knelt down and prayed with all of them,
there was much weeping and sorrow at his leaving, and they began embracing
and kissing him as he departed to the ship.

Paul had spent three years with the people in Ephesus. Over the course of time, a church
had been planted and growth was taking place. Leaders were appointed who were able to
continue the ministry in Paul’s absence. It was time for him to continue on the mission to
which he was appointed and called, so Paul encouraged the leaders to continue the work
and to finish well. They could do this because Paul had equipped them for ministry.

Story 24 - Paul’s Message Rejected in Jerusalem - Acts 22:22-26
The Scriptures: “And He said to me, ‘Go! For I will send you far away to the

Gentiles.” They listened to him up to this statement, and then they raised
their voices and said, ‘Away with such a fellow from the earth, for he should
not be allowed to live!” And as they were crying out and throwing off their
cloaks and tossing dust into the air, the commander ordered him to be
brought into the barracks, stating that he should be examined by scourging

so that he might find out the reason why they were shouting against him

that way. But when they stretched him out with thongs, Paul said to the centurion who was
standing by, ‘Is it lawful for you to scourge a man who is a Roman and uncondemned?’
When the centurion heard this, he went to the commander and told him, saying, ‘What are
you about to do? For this man is a Roman.”” (Acts 22:21-26)

The Story: When Paul returned to Jerusalem, much persecution occurred and he
found himself confronted by a huge Jewish mob. As he began to preach and
share his personal experience, the mob became angry and began shouting,
"Wipe this man off the earth, it is a disgrace for him to live.”

The commander then ordered him brought inside to be flogged and questioned.
As the centurion prepared to beat him, Paul asked, "Is it legal for you to
scourge a Roman citizen that is not condemned?” The centurion went
immediately to his commander, and he came to Paul and asked if he was a
Roman citizen. Paul answered, "Yes!” The next day they took him before the
Sanhedrin to be questioned; Paul told them his story. The High Priest ordered
him slapped in the face and Paul rebuked him. Upon hearing that this was a
High Priest, Paul repented, and realizing that the crowd was a mixture of
Pharisees and Sadducees, he began speaking about the resurrection of the
dead. Immediately a dispute broke out between the Sadducees (who do not
believe in the resurrection of the dead) and the Pharisees. The commander
ordered his troops down to rescue Paul and took him to safety inside.
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Story 25 — Jesus Standing by Paul, Always Faithful - Acts 23:11

The Scriptures: “But on the night immediately following, the Lord stood W\“%‘
at his side and said, ‘Take courage; for as you have solemnly witnessed to -)“

My cause at Jerusalem, so you must witness at Rome also.”” (Acts 23:11) "

i
The Story: The following night, the Lord visited Paul and said, :

“"Have courage! For as you have testified about Me in

Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.” Paul had always wanted to go to
Rome and preach, and now the Lord gave His approval. The hatred for Paul
was at a fever pitch, and the plot thickens as 40 men bound themselves in an
oath swearing that they would not eat or drink again until Paul was dead! A
young man, who overheard the plot, ran to the commander and told him not to
take Paul before the Sanhedrin the next day for there was a plot to kill him.
So the commander ordered his men to take Paul to Felix the governor. Felix
read the order from the commander and told Paul that he would listen to his
case when his accusers appeared before him. He then ordered Paul to be
taken to Herod's prison and kept there until the time of the hearing.

After his confrontation and accusation with the Sanhedrin, Paul was taken (for his own
safety) to the barracks of the Roman guard. The following night, Jesus encouraged him.

“Be of good cheer, Paul; for you have testified for me in Jerusalem, so you must also bear
witness at Rome.” (Acts 23:11) When the Sanhedrin refused to condemn Paul, the Jews
hated him even more. So intense was their hatred, they made a pact that they would not
eat again until they killed him. Paul’s nephew found about it and warned Paul of the plan to
kill him. Paul sent him to the soldiers who took Paul away under heavy guard from the
area to Felix, the governor. A few days after Festus took over Paul appeared before him at
the request of the Jewish leaders. As they made their accusations with no evidence, Paul
told them that he was innocent of all these charges and demanded to be sent to Caesar in
Rome, so Festus said, “And so it shall be.” (See Acts 23:1-25:12)

Story 26 — Paul before King Agrippa - Acts 26:25-29

The Scriptures: “Then Agrippa said to Festus, ‘I also would like to hear
the man myself.” “Tomorrow,” he *said, ‘you shall hear him.”” (Acts 25:22)

“‘So, having obtained help from God, I stand to this day testifying both to
small and great, stating nothing but what the Prophets and Moses said
was going to take place; that the Christ was to suffer, and that by reason
of His resurrection from the dead He would be the first to proclaim light both to the Jewish
people and to the Gentiles.’

While Paul was saying this in his defense, Festus *said in a loud voice, ‘Paul, you are out of
your mind! Your great learning is driving you mad.” But Paul *said, ‘I am not out of my
mind, most excellent Festus, but I utter words of sober truth. For the king knows about
these matters, and I speak to him also with confidence, since | am persuaded that none of
these things escape his notice; for this has not been done in a corner.
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King Agrippa, do you believe the Prophets? I know that you do.” Agrippa replied to Paul, ‘In
a short time you will persuade me to become a Christian.” And Paul said, ‘1 would wish to
God, that whether in a short or long time, not only you, but also all who hear me this day,
might become such as | am, except for these chains.” The king stood up and the governor
and Bernice, and those who were sitting with them, and when they had gone aside, they
began talking to one another, saying, ‘This man is not doing anything worthy of death or
imprisonment.” And Agrippa said to Festus, ‘This man might have been set free if he had
not appealed to Caesar.”” (Acts 26:22-32)

The Story: (After appealing to Caesar, Paul remained in the custody of Felix and then
Festus for two years.) Paul’s time finally came, and he appeared before the King
to give his story; he took this opportunity to share his personal testimony of
how he became a Christian. As he finished, the King asked a very interesting
question: “"Are you trying to persuade me to become a Christian?”

Paul replied, "I wish before God that you this day would become as I am
except for these chains.” The King and his wife left, saying that this man has
done nothing that deserves death or these chains. Then Agrippa said to Festus
that this man could have been released if he had not appealed to Caesar.

Standing before Agrippa II, Paul gave his life’s story, beginning with his absolute zealous
obedience to the Jewish Law and the Temple. Paul recounted his conversion on the
Damascus road, all the time reminding King Agrippa of the promises and prophecies in
Scripture, and the fact that he was guilty of nothing but believing and following them. The
king asked Paul if he was trying to make him a believer as well. Paul answered that he
wished he could; in fact, he wanted that everyone present would be just like him, except
not being a prisoner. The king came to the conclusion that Paul was not deserving of death,
but sent him to Rome because of his request to see Caesar Augustus.

Story 27 — Paul Is Put on a Ship Leaving for Rome - Acts 27: 1-6
The Scriptures: “When it was decided that we would sail for Italy, they
proceeded to deliver Paul and some other prisoners to a centurion of the
Augustan cohort named Julius. And embarking in an Adramyttian ship,
which was about to sail to the regions along the coast of Asia, we put out
to sea accompanied by Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica. The
next day we put in at Sidon; and Julius treated Paul with consideration
and allowed him to go to his friends and receive care. From there we put out to sea and
sailed under the shelter of Cyprus because the winds were contrary.

N

When we had sailed through the sea along the coast of Cilicia and Pamphylia, we landed at
Myra in Lycia. There the centurion found an Alexandrian ship sailing for Italy, and he put us
aboard it.” (Acts 27:1-6)

The Story: After his encounter with the Jewish council, standing before the Roman
procurators Felix and Festus and even the King of the area, Augustus II, Paul, [because of
his demand to appeal his innocence to Caesar Augustus], has to travel to Rome.

Paul's ministry is now coming to an end, and he is leaving Jerusalem for last
time aboard ship for Rome.
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It was a bad time of the year to be on the sea headed for Italy: the winds
were high and the weather was very bad, preventing them from making much

progress. The ship that was used to transport Paul, his associates, as well as cargo, was
not sufficient to endure a crossing of the Mediterranean Sea during that time of year, so the
centurion in charge of the mission selected another vessel for the remainder of the trip.

Panel 28 — Paul’s Ship in Terrible Storm - Acts 27:18-26
Scriptures: “The next day as we were being violently storm-tossed, they
began to jettison the cargo; and on the third day they threw the ship’s
tackle overboard with their own hands. Since neither sun nor stars
appeared for many days, and no small storm was assailing us, from then
on all hope of our being saved was gradually abandoned. When they had
gone a long time without food, then Paul stood up in their midst and said,
‘Men, you ought to have followed my advice and not to have set sail from Crete and
incurred this damage and loss. Yet now [ urge you to keep up your courage, for there will
be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship.

For this very night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve stood before
me, saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar; and behold, God has
granted you all those who are sailing with you.” Therefore, keep up your courage, men, for |
believe God that it will turn out exactly as [ have been told. But we must run aground on a
certain island.”” (Acts 27:18-26)

The Story: The storm became so bad that they began throwing cargo overboard
to keep the ship afloat. Paul told them to not sail from Crete, but they would
not listen; and finally, the ship was about to break apart in the storm. For
fourteen days they fought the storm and many had not eaten any food.
During the night Paul had a Word from the Lord that no life would be
lost..only the ship. We will run aground on an island. As daylight approached,
Paul urged them all to take some food. After he took bread and gave thanks
to God, they all ate; in all there were 276 on board. When daylight came,
they saw land and the ship ran aground on a sand bar and was stuck aground.
They had landed on an island called Malta: the people there welcomed them
and treated them with kindness.

Story 29 — God Affirms Paul’s Witness on the Island - Acts 28: 1-10

The Scriptures: “When they had been brought safely through, then we
found out that the island was called Malta. The natives showed us
extraordinary kindness; for because of the rain that had set in and
because of the cold, they kindled a fire and received us all. But when
Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks and laid them on the fire, a viper
came out because of the heat and fastened itself on his hand. When the
natives saw the creature hanging from his hand, they began saying to one
another, ‘Undoubtedly this man is a murderer, and though he has been saved from the sea,
justice has not allowed him to live.” However he shook the creature off into the fire and
suffered no harm.” (Acts 28:1-5).
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The Story: Now that they were on land, Paul began helping them gather wood
for a fire; as he began putting the wood on the fire, a viper came out of the
wood that was thrown on the fire and fastened itself to Paul's hand. He shook
it off and suffered no ill effects from the bite. The people expected Paul to
drop dead at any moment, but after a long wait nothing happened, and they
then began to think that Paul was some sort of god.

The Scriptures: “Now in the neighborhood of that place were lands belonging to the leading
man of the island, named Publius, who welcomed us and entertained us courteously three
days. And it happened that the father of Publius was lying in bed afflicted with recurrent
fever and dysentery; and Paul went in to see him and after he had prayed, he laid his hands
on him and healed him. After this had happened, the rest of the people on the island who
had diseases were coming to him and getting cured. They also honored us with many
marks of respect; and when we were setting sail, they supplied us with all we needed.”
(Acts 28:7-10)

The Story: A man came forward and invited Paul to come and stay at his house,
which he did. The man's father was very ill, and Paul came to him and prayed
over him, and laying hands upon the sick man..he was healed. When this
became public, many on the island brought their sick to Paul for healing, and
they were cured. By now it was time for Paul to set sail for Rome.

Story 30 — Paul, A Faithful Witness in Rome - Acts 28:16, 23-30

The Scriptures: “When we entered Rome, Paul was allowed to stay by
himself, with the soldier who was guarding him.” (Acts 28:16)

“When they had set a day for Paul, they came to him at his lodging in large
numbers; and he was explaining to them by solemnly testifying about the
kingdom of God and trying to persuade them concerning Jesus, from both
the Law of Moses and from the Prophets, from morning until evening. Some were being
persuaded by the things spoken, but others would not believe.” (Acts 28:23-24)

The Story: Paul was now settled into a house, even though a guard was present
all the time, and for two years he had people coming to him day and night as
he taught, and mentored many in the ways of the Lord. He preached and
taught with boldness all during this time without any hindrance.

Until the day that he was executed in Rome, Paul stayed faithful to his Lord’s calling to bear the
Name of Jesus “...before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel;” (Acts 9:15) Isaiah said,
‘Go, and tell this people: 'Keep on listening, but do not perceive; Keep on looking, but do not
understand. Render the hearts of this people insensitive, Their ears dull, And their eyes
dim, Otherwise they might see with their eyes, Hear with their ears, Understand with their
hearts, And return and be healed.” Isaiah 6:9-10 (NASB). Therefore, salvation has come to
the Gentiles. No matter how people may respond, our goal is set: Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria
and the uttermost parts of the world—until all the nations hear. Our reward is to be in
heaven with our Lord Jesus Christ and our Heavenly Father for all eternity. Won’t it be
wonderful to hear from the lips of our Savior, “Well done, good and faithful
servant...Enter into the joy of your Lord?” Is that what you will hear?



